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Release date : July 8th

Charles Webster and Peter Wraight, both hailing from rural Derbyshire, met in 1998 for the recording of the Charles Webster written and produced ‘all systems gone’ long player by Presence (one of Charles’ many pseudonyms), the results were mutually agreeable and they have been working together on and off ever since (including ‘fox soup’, their first co-write on Charles’ seminal ‘born on the 24th of july’ album), and after many sessions working together on Charles’ music and dozens of remixes and arrangements for other artists (Peter is the arranger / conductor for the Matthew Herbert big band) they decided it was time to do something together, and this new WWE project is the result and it is an album like nothing you ever heard.

Started in 2009, this collection of songs / instrumentals grew from ‘two guys sitting in front of a computer thinking about making the music they really wanted to make’ into the fully blown; big band, orchestral, electronic, vocal collection it is today, 

Peter’s musical heroes include Quincy Jones, Gil Evans, Billy May, John Barry and Benjamin Britten and they all act as a perfect foil to Charles’ influences of Rickie Lee Jones, Eric Coates, Gil Scott Heron, Thelonius Monk, Steely Dan and the deeper more abstract corners of the electronic music world.

The resulting album consists of seven vocal pieces ( plus a bonus cover version on the Japanese pressing ) featuring the voices of Emilie Chick ( whose influences include; Stevie Wonder, Sarah Vaughan, Bjork, Crosby Stills and Nash, P.J Harvey etc ) and Detroits’ Paul Randolph (Jazzanova / Innerzone Orchestra) and 3 instrumentals, the songs take in all manner of subjects and moods, ranging from the very personal to the political. 

 From the beautiful, classic melodies of ‘when all is calm’ to the bleak images of ‘the ruins of Britain’ via the politics of ‘the       vulture’ and ‘rise’ to love’s disappointment found in ‘unexpected news’ and the wildfire glory of ‘nature and light’ this album is a fully realized collection of songs and has the dynamics and flow of an old fashioned ‘L.P’.

The songs were recorded in London, Nimes, Detroit and Nottingham by Charles and Peter and produced and mixed by Charles on a vintage Neve desk and in his own studio via lot’s of digital stuff, blending the subtle programming and electronics seamlessly with the acoustic instrumentation (see full list of players below).

The project has had very early support from Jamie Cullum on his weekly BBC radio 2 show, he played 2 tracks from it, effectively giving the project it’s world premiere.

Live shows are in the planning stages with a full big band, live electronics and vocals all synced with beautiful high definition films made for each piece.

Album Recording musicians.

Trumpets.

Stuart Brooks - http://www.discogs.com/artist/Stuart+Brooks
Graham Russell

Adam Linsley

Andrew Lofthouse

Trombones.

Gordon Campbell - http://www.gordoncampbellmusic.co.uk/extra1.html
Ashley Horton

Chris Cole

John Higginbotham ( bass )

Saxes.

Howard McGill

Dave O'Higgins -  www.daveohiggins.com
Judith O'Higgins

Woodwind.

Peter Wraight - http://www.discogs.com/artist/Peter+Wraight

David Roberts ( clarinet 1 )

Bass.

Peter Hamilton

Russell Swift

Geof Pearson

Piano.

Peter Wraight

Paul K Joyce - http://pkjmusic.com/

Choir.

The Magdala Choir

Harp.

Brian Wilson

Acoustic Drums.

George Double

Drum Programming / Samples / Keys.

Charles Webster – www.charleswebster.net / www.misorecords.com / http://www.discogs.com/artist/Charles+Webster
Vocalists.

Emilie Chick (see pic below)

Paul Randolph (Jazzanova / Innerzone Orchestra etc..)

Peter Wraight mini C.V

Orchestrator - Tomb Raider "Angel of Darkness' game score 2002 with the London Symphony Orchestra.

Arranger and Musical Director  for the Matthew Herbert Big Band 2002 to present. ( Live and albums 'Goodbye Swingtime" and "There's me and There's you" )

Arranger / Orchestrator Matthew Herbert "Scale" Album 2006

Horn Section arrangements and recording ( brass and woodwind ) including albums by Charles Webster, Attjazz, Roisin Murphy, Herbert ( Bodily functions, plat du jour )

Orchestrations and Musical Director / Conductor of films including "Le Defi' 2002,  Agathe Cleary 2008 ), Eurovision overture, Moscow 2009.

Charles Webster mini C.V

Charles Webster has been known in the House music world for nearly 20 years and he was integral force for establishing now what people call “Deep House”. He has so many aliases such as Furry Phreaks, Megatonk, Presence.

and Charles has the RESPECT of several generations of music lovers.

So how did we get here?

Well Charles is from a blessed generation. One whose parents owned Beatles albums, one which was seduced by  the likes of Bowie and Roxy Music, then had its senses awakened by the double whammy of the DIY punk ethic and Kraftwerk’s electronic revolution…then was still young enough to embrace the possibilities of the digital age. And so it was that this unassuming, bespectacled, hat-obsessed musical troubadour from semi-rural England set about making his mark on the world.

Charles got his first instruments aged 14 (guitar, synthesizer and drum machine) and began treading the boards in early electronic bands around Sheffield , Nottingham and Derby, then eventually the ‘musical mecca’ that is London.

Then another fateful hand was dealt. Charles moved to Nottingham, started working in a restaurant... the owner of which also just happened to own the city’s 'Garage Club', definitely the first House club in Nottingham (and arguably in England). The owner invited all the staff to the opening party of his new club. One Graeme Park is the resident DJ, Larry Heard and DJ Pierre are on the turntables, and suddenly Charles is aware that the genre-defying music he has been creating himself has by chance happened across a genre and a scene which can take him to their very hearts.

From hereon it’s a blurred tale of late nights in studios and clubs, collaborators aplenty, all pieces fitting together and helping to shape the king of electronic soul we know and love today. Earning his dance music spurs engineering for the great, the good (Blur, Juan Atkins etc..), and just occasionally the godawful  (secret…!) at the city’s seminal Square Dance Studios, Charles truly came of age as a producer in his own right with 1990’s Sine and 1992’s Megatonk, Symetrics and Yukon projects.

A brave move to San Francisco in 1993 enabled his production career to go into overdrive as the prime mover behind the acclaimed Love From San Francisco label. This in turn lead to tracks coming out on other acclaimed Stateside labels such as Emotive, Nitebeat, Rey-d , Happy Traxx et al. Charles launched the prodigious talent that is Terra Deva, then 16, into the dance music world via Furry Phreaks’ seminal ‘Soothe’ and ‘Want Me Like Water’. 

Back in the UK in 1996, Charles started the Remote label for his increasingly in demand output, and began to get serious props as a DJ. ‘Getting Lifted’ by Presence led to Pagan Records offering the Webster-masterminded project an album deal. The hugely successful ‘All Systems Gone’ release took the often staid world of so-called deep house into new stratospheres, won ‘album of the month’ plaudits in pretty much every publication that reviewed it worldwide (even scoring an unprecedented 11 out of 10 in one mag), and gave the world the classic singles ‘Sense of Danger’, featuring Shara Nelson, ‘Furure love’ and ‘better day’. 

Keynote remixes for the likes of Dr Rockit (Charles’s remix of Café de Flore by this Matthew Herbert pseudonym must be one of the most licensed mixes ever) and Groove Armada (‘At The River’) saw Charles conquer the ever-growing chill out market much as he had with the deep house one, and helped pave the way for his first album under his own name, ‘Born On The 24th July’ (Peacefrog / Statra), released in 2002 to universal acclaim. Perhaps the closest thing yet to a full depiction of Charles’s musical vision, it is a deep yet uplifting, soulful, diverse collection – and makes for a truly coherent album, rather than a patchwork of club tracks and fillers. A remixed version of ‘Born…’, featuring such leftfield luminaries as Herbert, UFO and Pepe Bradock, was released to similar acclaim in late 2003.
In the naughties and Charles Webster just can’t stop, after numerous releases worldwide, his last Furry Phreaks creation  ‘All Over The World’ with Terra Deva has major release via Defected; in 2008 a definitive and long-overdue 3 disk Webster compilation project is released, also on Defected; swiftly followed by a Coast 2 Coast compilation for NRK records, he is producing luminaries such as Tracy Thorn (everything but the girl/massive attack) , Cathy Batistessa, Vanessa Daou, Wendy and Lisa and Robert Owens etc; and the global dj’ing continues (clubs include….Ministry of Sound, Fabric, the End, Yellow, Liquid Room, Air, Loop, Haomann 17, the rex, weekend, panorama bar, moxa, Watergate, Robert Johnson, aquabooty, stereolab, deep, cielo, pacha, el divino , Big Chill, Independence festival, Flow Festival, Pink Pop, Movement Festival (DEMF)..amongst many many others …pretty much every club there is !). And we haven’t even mentioned his internationally syndicated radio shows; his remixes for the likes of Salif Keita, Martina Topley-Bird, Fish Go Deep, Michael Clies, Dennis Ferrer, MiCasa, Bucie, Atjazz , Seconds to mention but a few, the number of quality compilations still falling over themselves to feature his work (old & new) …
A true innovator in the electronic music scene, Charles Webster is one of the few real mould breakers in an increasingly stale & predictable dance music world (though whether a man whose favourite artists are Joni Mitchell, Rickie Lee Jones, Thelonius Monk, Steely Dan and whose records ooze such soul and depth should really ever be pigeonholed as dance is another debate…).
Charles has sold over 150,000 albums without ever being considered a sell-out …he has toured the world with a full (genuinely) live band…he has also dj’s worldwide, playing regularly in every continent in the worlds top clubs, without ever having had the need to be feted by the dance media as a flavour of the month…he’s had the nous to have been running his own labels for years, frequently laying them to rest before they get tired and switching to other projects…he is comfortable making music at any tempo, straddles numerous genres (both real and imagined) with ease. 

recent projects include;
3 cd compilation on defected records

2 cd compilation on NRK records

exclusive compilation for South Africa (studio soul)

A BBC 6 music ‘6 mix’ show and a Gilles Peterson’s ‘worldwide show’

A weekly syndicated radio show (Ibiza/turkey/Ireland/japan/canaries/Canada/S.A etc.)

A headline live show at Irelands ‘electric picnic’ festival

Voted ‘best producer of all time’ on the ‘Bodytonic’ website poll

A ‘Charles Webster selects Strictly Rhythm’ compilation for defected/strictly rhythm

Nominated 4 years (2008 and 2009 and 2010 and 2011 !) running for ‘best deep house dj’ in Ibiza dj awards..

Lectures for Apple in Australia and Japan.
Remixes for club smashes; ‘heavenly sent’ by MiCasa, ‘crazy’ by Black Coffee and ‘not fade’ by Bucie.
A Traxxsource number 1 single with ‘learning to love me’

upcoming projects include;
A ‘house master’s compilation for Defected (summer 2013)
Releases on Miso with Diviniti, DJ Minx, Megatonk, Shana Halligan etc..

A Version album (with Atjazz and Emilie Chick)

A new Charles Webster album.
An album the Danish artists Bliss.
Many dj gigs inc Berlin / Dubai / Istanbul / Botswana / USA tour / S.A tour etc.
New music with Shana Halligan (bitter sweet)

Music with Max Essa for Japanese c.d

Producing tracks for Emilie Chick’s second album.

Remixes for – C9ine, Atjazz, Emilie Chick, Seasons recs, Tracey Thorn (buzzin fly), Baalsaal records, Bucie, MiCasa , Black Coffee , wendy and Lisa etc..
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6 rue saint lazare
75009 PARIS

Tel : 09 54 72 81 20 / 06 82 01 36 14

www.myspace.com/heavenlyssweetnes
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